
	
	
	

	
	

Seite 1 von 6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  FLYING HIGH 
  WOMEN ARTISTS OF ART BRUT 

    

 

 

 

 

  15 February – 23 Juni 2019 

Bank Austria Kunstforum Wien 

 

 

 

 

  PRESS INFORMATION 

  Last update: 14 Februar 2019 

  



	
	
	

	
	

Seite 2 von 6 
 

 

Press information 

 

FLYING HIGH. Women Artists of Art Brut 

 

Exhibition on show from 15 February to 23 June 2019  

 

Pictures are available for royalty-free use in editorial reporting 

 

“FLYING HIGH” is the first exhibition that is devoted “globally” to female positions in Art 

Brut produced from 1860 until the present. The exhibition “flies high” in every sense: it 

has gathered together 316 works by 93 women artists from 21 countries, which in 

many aspects of content and aesthetics challenge our idea of what art is. 

 

The exhibition adopts the term Art Brut – “raw art or outsider art” – defined by Jean 

Dubuffet in 1945 as starting point for the primordial, non-academic art produced 

outside the cultural mainstream. The diversity and heterogeneity of the works being 

presented in the Bank Austria Kunstforum Wien demonstrate clearly that the scope of 

the Art Brut concept today has over time encompassed far more than works of the 

mentally ill; it also includes the production of “mediumistic” (spiritualist) women artists, 

“lone wolves” and women artists with disabilities. This broadening of scope derives not 

least from the radical change in psychiatric medicine and its institutions – from formerly 

closed buildings to more open structures and even their dissolution. Contemporary Art 

Brut emerges today to a great extent from studios or from the structures created by 

the artists themselves. 

 

The chronology of the exhibition starts with highlights from the historic collections of 

the psychiatrists Walter Morgenthaler (Stiftung Psychiatrie-Museum Bern) and Hans 

Prinzhorn (Universitätsklinikum Heidelberg). Both collected and supported art from 

psychiatric institutions in the early twentieth century and produced publications on it – 

“Ein Geisteskranker als Künstler” (1921 – “Madness & Art”) and “Bildnerei der 

Geisteskranken” (1922 – “Artistry of the Mentally Ill”).  
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The main room of the Bank Austria Kunstforum Wien is showing masterpieces from 

the collection of Jean Dubuffet (Collection de l’Art Brut, Lausanne) which he 

assembled between 1945 and 1976. A representative selection of works from the 

L’Aracine Collection (LaM, Lille Métropole Musée d’art moderne, d’art contemporain 

et d’art brut, Villeneuve d'Ascq) concludes the overview of the collections that had a 

decisive and formative influence on the development and history of Art Brut. Moreover, 

the show includes many works from important international and Austrian private 

collections. 

 

The history of female Art Brut artists reflects the history of women’s emancipation on 

a precarious level: they have always been “the outsiders among outsiders”. Art Brut 

has never been treated on a par with the “high arts”. Since women first have to conquer 

their place both within Art Brut and also beyond feminist art, it is high time for a 

presentation of their works. This is the task that “FLYING HIGH. Women Artists of Art 

Brut” in the Bank Austria Kunstforum Wien has set itself. 

 

The exhibition demonstrates that aesthetic points of view are gaining more and more 

relevance as opposed to diagnostic criteria and biography, and also the artists’ 

eccentricity. Its inclusion of works by a diversity of women artists creates a multifaceted 

panorama of creative powers of expression: wherein lies the difference between the 

“individual mythologies” (Harald Szeemann) that Art Brut is based on depending on 

whether it was produced by female or male artists? Do women’s works really tell a 

different story from men’s? How are differences in production methods, media and 

iconographies visualised? The show pursues these questions and reflects the direct 

and primordial – frequently also subversive – expressive power and quality of Art Brut 

created by women. Visualising the differences and also potential similarities in the 

expressiveness of female and male artists by juxtaposing examples will be the topic of 

a different exhibition. 

 

As in everything, this also applies to art: only what can be seen, exists.  
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Artists shown in the exhibition 

 
Keiko Abe ................................................ (*1937) 

Meta Anderes .......................................... (1874–1927) 

Perihan Arpacilar ...................................... (*1949) 

Laila Bachtiar ........................................... (*1971) 

Beverly Baker ........................................... (*1961)  

Jacqueline Bartes .................................... (*1928) 

Marie Anna Beer ...................................... (life data unknown) 

Else Blankenhorn ..................................... (1873–1920) 

Pearl Blauvelt ........................................... (1893–1987)  

Thérèse Bonnelalbay ................................ (1931–1980) 

Madame Bouttier ..................................... (1839–1921)  

Ida Buchmann ......................................... (1911–2001) 

Marguerite Burnat-Provins ....................... (1872–1952) 

Helen Butler Wells .................................... (1845–1940) 

Misleidys Castillo Pedroso ........................ (*1985) 

Aloïse Corbaz .......................................... (1886–1964) 

Bridget Cronnin ........................................ (life data unknown)  

Louise Deci .............................................. (1846–1919) 

Barbara Demlczuk ................................... (life data unknown) 

Adelheid Duvanel ..................................... (1936–1996) 

Madame Favre ......................................... (life data unknown) 

Marie von Fischer-von Sinner ................... (1868–1956) 

Miss G. .................................................... (life data unknown) 

Jill Galliéni ................................................ (*1948) 

Madge Gill ................................................ (1882–1961) 

Frau Gr. ................................................... (life data unknown) 

Martha Grunenwaldt ................................ (1910–2008) 

Guo Fengyi .............................................. (1942–2010) 

Emma Hauck ........................................... (1878–1920) 

Margarethe Held ...................................... (1894–1981) 
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Hanna Hellmann ...................................... (1877–unknown) 

Ilse Helmkamp ......................................... (life data unknown) 

Magalí Herrera ......................................... (1914–1992) 

Martha Hoge ............................................ (1876–unbekannt) 

Gertrude Honzatko-Mediz ........................ (1893–1975)  

Nina Karasek ........................................... (1883–1952) 

Katharina ................................................. (um 1910–unknown) 

Yumiko Kawai .......................................... (*1979) 

Margaret Knox Tisdall .............................. (1883–unknown) 

Julia Krause-Harder ................................. (*1973) 

Emma Kunz ............................................. (1892–1963) 

Solange Lantier ........................................ (1906–1987) 

Marie Lieb ................................................ (1844–unknown) 

Marie-Rose Lortet .................................... (*1945) 

Elise Mahler ............................................. (1862–1945) 

Ida Maly ................................................... (1894–1941) 

Rosa Marbach ......................................... (1881–1926) 

Emma Marti ............................................. (1870–1949) 

Simone Marye .......................................... (1890–1961) 

Emma Mohr ............................................. (1833–unknown) 

Sister Gertrude Morgan ............................ (1900–1980) 

Megumi Otori ........................................... (*1994) 

Teresa Ottallo .......................................... (life data unknown) 

Giuseppina Pastore .................................. (1940–2000) 

Marilena Pelosi ......................................... (*1957) 

Aline von Perfall ........................................ (1855–1939) 

Laure Pigeon ........................................... (1882–1965) 

Gwenydd Powell ...................................... (around 1889–around 1931) 

Helen Meta Hannah Prager ...................... (1854–1929) 

Maria Puth ............................................... (1894–1978) 

Helene Reimann ....................................... (1893–1987) 

Sigrid Reingruber ..................................... (*1980) 
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Stephanie Richards .................................. (1850–unknown) 

Karoline Rosskopf .................................... (1911–unknown) 

Jane Ruffié ............................................... (1887–after 1963) 

Alma Rumball ........................................... (1902–1980) 

Manuela Sagona ...................................... (*1977) 

Chiyuki Sakagami .................................... (1961–2017) 

Clara Schuff ............................................. (1893–1987) 

Constance Schwartzlin-Berberat .............. (1845–1911) 

Judith Scott ............................................. (1943–2005) 

Franca Settembrini ................................... (1947–2003) 

Mary T. Smith .......................................... (1904–1995) 

Frau St. .................................................... (life data unknown) 

Hedwig von Steinitz ................................. (life data unknown) 

Barbara Suckfüll ....................................... (1857–unknown) 

Tae Takubo .............................................. (*1986) 

Josefa Tolrà ............................................. (1880–1959) 

Louise Tournay ........................................ (1925–2010) 

Jeanne Tripier .......................................... (1869–1944) 

Gabriele Urbach ....................................... (life data unknown) 

Vorstadt-Gräfin (Elisabeth) ........................ (1908–unknown) 

Hedwig Wilms .......................................... (1874–1915) 

Johanna Wintsch ..................................... (1871–1944) 

Agatha Wojciechowsky ............................ (1896–1986) 

Bertha Wuilleumier ................................... (1907–1999) 

Anna Zemánková ..................................... (1908– 1986) 

Henriette Zéphir ....................................... (1920–2012) 

Baronin Zerheimb .................................... (1856–unbekannt) 

Birgit Ziegert ............................................ (1966–2017) 

Frau von Zinoview .................................... (life data unknown) 

Unica Zürn ............................................... (1916–1970) 

Unknown artist 
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FLYING HIGH 
KÜNSTLERINNEN DER ART BRUT 
Credits 
 
 
001 

 

Aloïse Corbaz 
Brevario Grimani, um 1950 (Ausschnitt) 
Buntstift auf Papier 
abcd / Bruno Decharme collection 
Foto © César Decharme 

002 

 

Madame Favre 
Ohne Titel, 1860 
Bleistift auf Papier 
Courtesy Henry Boxer Gallery 

003 

 

Misleidys Castillo Pedroso 
Ohne Titel, um 2016 
Gouache auf Papier 
Collection Amr Shaker, Genève 
© Misleidys Castillo Pedroso 

004 

 

Mary T. Smith 
Ohne Titel, um 1980  
Acryl auf Blech  
Sammlung Hannah Rieger 
Foto © DETAILSINN Fotowerkstatt 



	
	
	
	
	

Seite 2 von 2 
 

 

005 

 

Ida Maly 
Figur aus Zellen, um 1934  
Tusche auf Papier 
Privatsammlung 
Foto © Alistair Fuller, Bank Austria Kunstforum 
Wien 

006 

 

Judith Scott 
Ohne Titel, o. J. 
Wolle und gefundene Objekte  
abcd / Bruno Decharme collection 
© Creative Growth Art Center 
Foto © César Decharme 

007 

 

Hedwig Wilms 
Tablett mit Krug und Gießkännchen, vermutlich 
1913–1915 
Baumwollgarn in Knüpf- und Häkeltechniken 
Sammlung Prinzhorn, Universitätsklinikum 
Heidelberg 

008 

 

Julia Krause-Harder 
Nanotyrannus, 2013 
verschiedene Materialien  
courtesy Atelier Goldstein 
Foto © Uwe Dettmar 

 
  
Das Bildmaterial steht zur honorarfreien Veröffentlichung im Rahmen der redaktionellen 

Berichterstattung in der Bilddatenbank zum Download zur Verfügung: https://leisure-

my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/office_leisure_at/Eg7v1kDHVtNOmBiphhZjKqwBdpMrhFj

XoA9cNbhI8D-msA?e=LAeS0e 
 


